
  
 
 
 
 
September 2019 
 
Dear Rock Point Parent: 
 

I am happy to welcome you to this year’s version of Rock Point School’s Parent Handbook. 
While I think it covers the ground fairly well, there are always errors that need correction and 
places that deserve improvement.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know about either opportunity. 
 
I hope you find this booklet helpful, both in getting to know Rock Point School and in keeping 
track of the details of your student’s progress here.  
 
One feature I would like to point out about the ​Parent Handbook​ is that it includes the index of 
items for the ​Student Handbook​.​  There is a great deal of very valuable, specific information in 
the Student Handbook and I don’t want you to miss it by thinking that this ​Parent Handbook ​ takes 
the place of the ​Student Handbook​.  ​Rather, they are two complementary books, which together 
give a good picture of the Rock Point School Program​.  ​Please use and be familiar with both 
Handbooks and please review the Student Handbook with your child or ward as they enroll or 
return to Rock Point School  ​Another source of information is our website ​www.rockpoint.org​, 
which includes a calendar of upcoming events. 
 
If you are a parent of a returning student, please allow me to point out that the Student Handbook 
has changed from last year:  the changes are editing for spelling, grammar and new dates. 
Substantive changes include those driven by technology and legal requirements, e.g., our policies 
on Facebook and texting as well as the inclusion of bullying and hazing provisions.  An index of 
the Student Handbook is located at the end of this Parent Handbook.  Please fee free to call me, 
Ryan Weiland, the Dean of Students, or Hillary Kramer, the Director of Admissions with 
questions.  
 
Hoping this handbook contributes to an enjoyable and productive year for all of us, I am 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
C.J. Spirito 
Head of School 
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Parents’ Fall Conference 
 
The purpose of Parents’ Conference is to invite you to join us at school and get a sense of the life 
and work your student is participating in.  We schedule time to visit with teachers, dorm parents 
and support staff.  We also plan for a time for you to get together with other parents to talk over 
how things are going.  Of course we also want to be sure you have time to enjoy with your student 
as well.  
 
We hope this time will serve many purposes:  an insight for you into your child's life here at Rock 
Point, a chance for you to bolster the educational partnership we are all forging with your child, a 
chance for the adults at RPS to exchange information with you about your student, a pleasant 
interlude in the Burlington area, but most of all I hope that the parents' visit will allow you to 
participate with your student in the special life of this school community.  
 
While the details may change from year to year, what follows is a typical schedule.  Be sure to 
look for announcements at the opening of the school year for particulars. 
 
 
 
Typical Fall Parents’ Conferences Schedule 
 
Thursday evening ​:  Reception for Parents at Head of School’s house.  C. J. Spirito is happy to 
welcome you to an informal reception at their house, which is located on the Rock Point School 
campus.  This is a chance to meet and chat with other parents and help build this year’s school 
community.  Drinks and snacks are served.  
 
Friday: ​ Friday will be devoted to parent/staff conferences, informational meetings and common 
fun activities for parents, students and staff. 
 
Saturday and Sunday:  This is a time for parents to enjoy a weekend with their student. 
There are many activities and places to see around Burlington at this time of year, and please bear 
in mind that Vermont currently has the highest per capita local food consumption of any state, 
allowing for some great local food in our restaurants as well. 
 
 
If you have any questions about travel or accommodations in the Burlington area, please give us a 
call. 
 
Second Semester Parents’ Conference  
 
This second semester Parents’ Visit follows a similar schedule as the first semester visit.  Please 
note that the February Vacation begins on the Friday of the Parents’ Visit.  The school dormitory 
will close on Friday afternoon.  You might want to schedule a skiing holiday here in New England 
or make plans to travel back home with your student on Friday afternoon. 
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Planning for Vacation Travel 
 
We know it can be hard to schedule vacation to fit a precise schedule, but in the best of all 
possible worlds, this is how we would like holidays to work. 
 
Students should leave for vacation after lunch on the first day of the break.  This is usually a 
Friday. They should return by 5:00 PM on the last day of the break, which is usually a Sunday. 
Please help us keep the pre and post vacation excitement within productive bounds by scheduling 
early enough to follow these guidelines. Exceptions can be made for these times due to 
extenuating circumstances by calling the Dean of Students or Head of School for approval. Rock 
Point will provide transportation to and from the bus stop, airport, and train station on the travel 
days (the first and last day of the vacations listed above).  Students who return late or leave early 
(after approving these arrangements with the Dean or Head of School) must take a taxi between 
Rock Point and their transportation destination in Burlington. 
 
 
Graduation 
 
The last week of school generally follows a traditional pattern.  The whole school turns out to 
clean the building from top to bottom, and then goes off to an end of year camping trip.  The 
purpose of the trip is to have time to say good-bye and gently dismantle the community we have 
spent the whole year putting together.  On the Friday night before Graduation there is a Senior 
Banquet to which the seniors invite their families to join the students and staff for an evening of 
awards, great food and a slide show.  Seating for the banquet is limited and the seniors share in the 
number of places for guests.  On Saturday morning, the entire school community, all students, 
their families and friends, the staff and trustees of the school gather in the school library for a 
ceremony, which begins at 10:00 AM.  The seniors file in with the Bishop and the Head of School 
and are seated in a row in front of the audience.  After a (very) brief welcome from the Head of 
School, we spend the next ninety minutes or so listening as, one by one, people in the audience 
stand to address the graduates.  Towards the end of the time the graduates may have a little to say, 
too.  Then the Bishop awards the seniors their diplomas and gives us his Blessing.  Amidst high 
energy and happiness we gather on the front lawn for a picnic.  By 1:30 PM students and their 
families have begun loading their cars with what seems like enough stuff to outfit three or four 
rooms rather than that small space that was assigned in September and, before we know it, the 
afternoon and the school year are over. 
 
Some Questions you may have about being a Rock Point School Parent. 
 
How can I communicate with the school and my student​? 
 
Telephone: 
 
The school telephone numbers are listed on the school calendar. 
 
Office  (802) 863-1104 
 
In general, the office phone may be reached from 8:30 AM through noon and then again from 1:00 
PM through 4:30 PM.  The student phones are usually turned on after 4:45 PM during weekdays, 
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and on all the time during weekends.   It is often more difficult to get through to the office phone 
during the evening since we do not have a person whose job it is to keep the office open during 
that time.  It might be helpful to get a sense of different staff members’ schedules to figure out the 
optimum time for calling them. 
 
FAX: (802) 863-6628 
 
Faxes are most likely to be seen during regular business hours.  
 
E-mail for students ​:   
 
The school does not provide e-mail addresses for students, but there is access to the Internet in the 
computer lab, where students can access their home accounts on the web. 
 
 
U.S. Mail: Rock Point School 1 Rock Point Road Burlington, VT  05408-2735 
 
Mail usually arrives in the forenoon and is distributed at lunchtime.  Care packages are always 
welcome.  We encourage students to write home and we provide the postage for letters to family 
members. 
 
Calling home ​: 
 
We try to provide access to the school phones for students who have an urgent need to call home, 
though this takes up staff time and hampers our ability to fully oversee our evening program.  We 
prefer that students call home on one of the three student phones provided by the school.  We 
suggest that parents provide their student with a phone card (possibly restricted to pre-approved 
phone numbers), which will allow the student to call at convenient times and will not tie up the 
school phone and a staff member.  Phone cards with an approximate cost of 10¢ per minute are 
available in the school office.  Students may buy these cards with their allowance money. 
Students who have demonstrated readiness to handle a cell phone (by achieving Level II 
Academic and Level II Dormitory) may have cell phones, though there are restrictions on when 
they may be used.  See page 12 for details. 
 
 
 
 
Facebook for Students. 
 
Please see the Section of the RPS Student Handbook entitled Rock Point School computers.  
 
Please note specifically that Access to social networking sites such as Facebook and MySpace is 
blocked on school computer.  
 
There are times that staff allow students to use social networks, only if the students are supervised 
while doing so.  Please reconcile your student to this before school starts.  he or she will not be 
able to access these sites while at school.  
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Additionally, students may not grant RPS employees “Friend” status (or the equivalent) on their 
Facebook or other social media accounts; nor may students request Friend status on any RPS 
employee’s Facebook account.  
 
Finally, RPS maintains a Facebook account for the purpose of monitoring students’ Facebook and 
other social networking accounts.  This is done in order to ensure our students’ safety, well being 
and compliance with RPS student standards and rules.  Students are required to grant Friend status 
(or the equivalent) to this RPS account.  As a result, RPS parents and students consent to RPS 
accessing and reviewing the contents of the students’ Facebook accounts.  This consent is a 
condition of enrollment and attendance at RPS.  Accordingly, students and parents are on notice 
that RPS can and will monitor the contents and activities of RPS students’ Facebook and other 
social media accounts.  
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What to Bring to Rock Point School 
 
Academic Required Items 
 
Scientific Calculator 
Dictionary (Paperback is fine) 
Thesaurus (Paperback is fine) 
Spelling Dictionary (only if you feel you need help with spelling, paperback is fine) 
Canvas book bag or cordura book backpack 
 
Dormitory Necessary Items 
 
Alarm clock 
Sheets (twin-extra length) 
Pillow 
Pillowcase 
Blankets/comforter/bedspread 
Desk lamp 
Toiletries ​***NON AEROSOL ONLY 
 
Clothing, necessary items 
 
Winter boots Heavy winter jacket 
Rain coat/windbreaker pair of wool socks  
Long underwear, tops and bottoms (polypropylene is best, duo fold is ok) 
Wool mittens and a wool hat Heavy mittens/gloves 
3 thick sweaters 2 pair of sweat pants 
Sneakers (we run/jog/walk a mile each day in sports) 2 sweatshirts 
Indoor shoes Outdoor shoes  
Underwear (one week’s worth minimum) Dress socks (one week’s worth minimum) 
Athletic socks (one week’s worth minimum) 
Girls: Two dressy outfits (dress, blouse and skirt or blouse and dress pants) 
Boys: dress shirts (and dress pants, coat, tie) 
 
There is an amplified version of what clothes to bring on page 10 of the student handbook. It 
illustrates students’ clothing needs as they proceed through the academic day, sports and 
dormitory time. 
 
Optional Items to bring to Rock Point School 
 
bicycle (lock required, helmet required) tennis racquet 
basketball, football, Frisbee games 
musical instruments pictures from home  
skis, snowboards, ice skates, hockey stick CDs, tapes 
posters (no semi-nude/nude bodies/drugs/alcohol/tobacco promotion) 
radio, stereo, CD player, walkman, speakers (keep in mind you are in a small dorm with others – 
keep the amplification level to a reasonable maximum) 
computer/printer* sleeping bag/camping equipment 
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Do Not Bring: 
 
Extension cords except those with an in-line fuse Television 
VCR Pets (only fish are allowed) 
Hot plate/refrigerator/popcorn popper/microwave/coffee maker 
Anything (clothes, bags, posters, et cetera) with writing and/or pictures promoting tobacco, drugs, 
alcohol, or anything offensive. 
DVDs or DVD players (including those in computers) 
 
The following items will cause disciplinary action or expulsion if they are found in a student’s 
room: 
 
Pornography 
Illicit drugs 
Drug paraphernalia 
Alcohol or alcohol bottles 
Any AEROSOL products (mousse, hair spray, deodorant, et cetera) 
Weapons of any kind (pocket knives may be kept in the office) 
Any prescription or over the counter medications: e.g. Tylenol, No-Doz, oil of ipecac, cough 
drops, vitamins.  All meds must be left with the nurse. 
 
 
* A note about computers and other technology.  As computers, cell phones, DVD players, MP3 
players, and e-mail, the Internet and other wireless devices become more powerful and more 
available to students, they can pose a problem for life together in a small residential school. 
Students who use these items properly can expect to do so without difficulty.  However, as we see 
these tools become an impediment to life in the dorm, or to productive work in the classroom, we 
will put restrictions on their use and availability.  If ever there were a moving target, rules and 
procedures about technology certainly is a good candidate.  Our goal is to be flexible and attentive 
in helping young people make good use of technology at RPS. 
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C ​LOTHING​ E ​XPECTATIONS 
 
While it is true that clothes cannot, by themselves, cause A's and B's to appear on your report card, 
it is equally true that clothes are relevant to the issue of success.  It is on this basis that Rock Point 
School has adopted the following dress code. 
 
The purpose of the dress code is to help you to get prepared for life after high school, where there 
will be expectations about the way you dress both for job interviews and for work itself.  While 
you may in the end choose a career that doesn't require conservative dress, it is our belief that 
learning to dress conservatively will not hurt your prospects in the world of education or 
employment, so our focus regarding student attire will be geared toward that.   
 
It is up to the staff's discretion and judgment whether you have met the dress requirements; this is 
not limited to the statements covered below, which are guidelines only, not an inclusive list. 
 
1.  Students should spend the academic day (from breakfast to sports) dressed in clean, neat 
clothing that ​covers the torso ​ and does not reveal any undergarments.   
 

•Examples of this type of dress include shirts with collars, sweaters or dress sweatshirts, 
slacks, hemmed jeans, skirts, blouses, neat and clean t-shirts.  
 

•Examples of clothes which do not fit this definition include tank tops, spaghetti straps, 
half tops, sweat pants, exercise pants, unhemmed or short shorts, outdoor jackets, hats, ripped 
clothing, bandanas, quilted flannels, Bahas, pajamas, military pants/shirts, slippers, and boots. 
Black-soled shoes, unless they are the special non-marking kind, are not to be worn in the 
building.  No spiked jewelry, spiked bracelets, or chains.  No underwear showing; pants need to be 
secured above the pelvic bone.  Any old tattoos must be covered.  No tinted contacts during the 
academic day. 
 
2.  Dress code will be checked every morning in the dining room, although it may be commented 
on at any point during the day.  Students who come looking alert and ready to work can expect 
little difficulty.  Bring heavy sweaters; it can get cold in the academic wing at times. 
 
3.  The clothing required for sports program depends on the sports activity. You are ​required​ to 
have safe footwear.  Year-round, sturdy, good fitting sneakers or boots, depending on the activity 
you choose, are required to participate in class.  In the fall sneakers are appropriate for games and 
initiatives in the field and on the courts, as well as for walking.  Boots are fine for walks, too.  In 
the winter, boots, hats, gloves, coats, snow pants (winter gear) are ​required​ for any outdoor 
activity.  Indoor gym activities require sneakers.   
 
It is helpful if you wear a different pair of shoes or boots to the gym, so you can keep your playing 
sneakers dry and change into them when you get there.  Playing with clean, dry shoes will help to 
keep the gym floor safer to run around on.   
 
Suggested​ clothing includes: shorts, sweat pants, sweat shirts, t-shirts. 
 
It is your responsibility to be sure your sports clothing is available and clean each day.  T-shirts 
may not illustrate sex, raves, drugs, alcohol, smoking, co-ed naked, etc., at any time. 
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4.  Students are required to dress up beyond the classroom dress code on occasion.  This will mean 
adding a tie and jacket for boys and dresses or other dress-up outfits for girls. 
These added events are holiday meals, banquets, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and graduation. 
 
5.  At all times, revealing clothing is not acceptable.  This includes, but is not limited to, low cut 
shirts or sweaters, short skirts or shorts, and low hanging pants. 
 
6. New piercing is not allowed while a student is enrolled at school.  Pierced jewelry may be worn 
in the earlobes only.  No other facial jewelry may be worn.  No "plugs" are allowed.  No new 
tattoos are allowed. 
 
7.  At no time may clothing be worn that displays or refers to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, sex, vulgar 
language, bands, raves, or co-ed naked. 
 
8.  At no time is it appropriate to wear a hat or sunglasses inside during the academic day or 
during a meal in the dining room. 
 
9.  It is your responsibility to learn what is appropriate and to dress accordingly. 
 
10.  You will receive 30 minutes of detention time from each staff or faculty member who 
requests that you change.  This will be tracked and may form part of the basis for student 
discipline if it occurs during academic hours. 
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What can I expect from my student’s Advisor? 
 
Each student will meet with his or her advisor for forty minutes each week.  Together they will 
discuss the student’s goals and progress. Teachers and other adults use the advisor as a 
clearinghouse for specific comments about how a student is doing in school - praise as well as 
criticism.  The advisor will reflect this information back to the student and use the information to 
guide the student through the Academic Level System (see Student Handbook).  The advisor will 
work with C.J. Spirito (Head of School) and Emily (College Guidance) to see that your student is 
making satisfactory progress towards having the proper number and type of credits to graduate on 
time.  Your student’s advisor will make arrangements to communicate with you once each week, 
after the advising meeting, to let you know how things are going.  You can facilitate this aspect of 
our program by letting us know what your goals are for your student and telling us how things are 
going from your perspective.   
 
What is the role of the school nurse? 
 
David Boggs, our school nurse is here at the school Monday through Friday, during the school 
day.  An important focus of school nursing services is medication administration and monitoring 
of all prescription and over the counter medications (including vitamins and homeopathic 
remedies).  All medicines brought into the school must be kept in the health office.  If your child 
requires medications such as Ritalin or Dexedrine, please remember that these are prescriptions 
that cannot be called into a pharmacy and they must be filled monthly.  If your doctor is not in the 
Burlington area, please contact Leslie to discuss how to make arrangements to ensure that the 
school will always have enough meds on hand for your child.   
 
Other health services provided by Leslie include the assessment and treatment of acute illnesses 
and injuries, health counseling to students, ongoing conferences with parents about the health 
needs of students, participation in health education, in individual as well as classroom settings, 
administration of drug screens, assisting in coordination of appointments with community health 
care professionals, immunization audits and providing backup advice to the rest of the school 
staff.  As you can see, this is a tall order for one person.   
 
Please read the letter on the following page from Hillary and C.J. , which clarifies Leslie’s role – 
what she is expected to do and not expected to do, as a school nurse.  If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call C.J. 
 
You can help Leslie provide the best care for your student by scheduling regular health and dental 
appointments for times when your child is at home and can be seen by his or her regular provider. 
While Leslie joins with Lonnie, Ryan, Hillary, and C.J. in helping manage and facilitate 
counseling appointments for students while they are here at school, we recognize that no one on 
the Rock Point School staff can take your place as the primary contact person for health providers, 
counselors or therapists. 
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Letter re: Medical concerns 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
Hi there!  We are looking forward to a great school year.  As we look to the future, we want 
to make sure we have explained what supports we can offer your child and what the school 
cannot provide.  There are ways that you can assist us, as well.  We have tried to be 
thorough and think of a variety of medical scenarios.  Of course, not all starred areas below 
are relevant for all students. 
 
*As we requested in a previous letter, if you have not yet done this, please have your child 
seen by their home doctor for a ​physical ​and send in your completed ​health and release forms, 
and current immunization records ​, preferably before school starts. 
 
Vermont law requires that all high school students be fully immunized against the following:                           
diphtheria, pertussis tetanus (DPT,DTdaP), polio, measles, mumps, rubella, hepatitis B, varicella                     
(chicken pox), and (for students living in campus-based housing) meningococcal vaccine. The                       
actual immunization dates must be on the student’s record. Each student must have had five doses                               
of DPT or DTaP, plus a ten year tetanus booster, four doses of polio vaccine, two doses of MMR,                                     
three doses of hepatitis B, two doses of varicella vaccine, and if applicable, one does of                               
meningococcal vaccine. Students may be excluded from school for failure to comply with these                           
state requirements, but parents who desire that exceptions be made for their child should contact                             
the Head of School or the school nurse. 
 
*If your child will be needing ​dental, orthodontic, chiropractic, or any other longer-term care​, please 
arrange to have your child seen during vacations or in the summer. 
 
*If your child has asthma or allergies, please obtain and comply with the School’s policy and 
procedures related to life threatening allergies that is available from the School Nurse.  Please 
bring the appropriate ​inhaler, nebulizer, epi pen​, or whatever is needed.  We require 2 of each: 
one for the student to have in his or her own possession (if appropriate) and one to be held in the 
health office.  As with all prescription medication given by Rock Point School, a doctor's order 
form needs to be completed with directions for frequency of administration, dosage required, and 
other relevant information. 

 
*If your child is a boarding student and is taking medication for mental health purposes, ​our consulting 
psychiatrist​ will meet briefly each month with him/her for ​medications checks​.  Our psychiatrist is here 
to consult and support our students, but he cannot take on all of our students as full patients.  He is not a 
substitute for your home psychiatrist. 
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*Continue working with your ​home psychiatrist​, particularly on school breaks. 
 
*If your child has been away from home, perhaps at a program, and does not have a home psychiatrist, 
please obtain one before your child’s first vacation from Rock Point School.  
 
*Our consulting psychiatrist will inform you of any suggested medication changes.  When necessary, our 
consulting psychiatrist will contact your home psychiatrist to discuss the situation. 
 
*​If there have been any recent medication changes, your child must be ​stabilized on any medication 
before they arrive at school. 
 
*Arrive to school with ​at least 30 days worth of medication, in their original labeled containers. 
 
*Provide the school and consulting psychiatrist with a ​discharge summary​ from any recent programs 
your child has attended. 
 
We hope this helps to clarify some of our expectations and available supports.  Please call us, or Leslie 
Moulin, our school nurse, with any questions or concerns you may have regarding this letter.  Leslie can 
also be reached at ​lmoulin@rockpoint.org​.  Here’s to a terrific year! 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Hillary Kramer, C.J. Spirito, 
Director of Admissions Head of School 
hkramer@rockpoint.org cspirito@rockpoint.org 
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How can I be involved in helping the school? 
 
There are many ways parents and family members and friends can get involved in the life of the 
school.  We can always use help with the Prom, Fundraising, the Play and other events at the 
school.  For people who live too far away to come to the school to help, there are other ways to be 
supportive.  Perhaps you would like to befriend a recent RPS graduate who is going to college in 
your area.  We look for families to help us with accommodations when we travel.  You may want 
to help us by being a resource for parents who have just enrolled their student at Rock Point, or 
who are considering choosing RPS for their student.  If entertaining appeals to you, perhaps you 
would consider hosting a small informational gathering for prospective parents in your area.  The 
school always has a wish list of items and services we would like to have donated.  Perhaps you 
can help us shorten the list.  Don’t forget the homework assignment from page 1: helpful feedback 
on this handbook. 
 
You can help us also by keeping communication with your student active... send letters, care 
packages, notes and clippings. Please keep in mind that we pay for the postage any time your 
student writes home.  We encourage writing letters home and we know how happy students are to 
receive mail from home. 
 
Send your child’s favorite recipes from home to Kevin, the School Chef.  He will be happy to try 
to provide some fun and comfort from the home kitchen. 
 
Please do not allow this list to limit your connections with the school.  Each year we learn new 
ways in which parents can connect with the school.  We will be happy to hear your ideas. 
 
 
How can I appeal a decision made by the school? 
 
In the event that you find yourself in disagreement with a decision or action at the school, your 
first step is to contact the person (teacher, dorm parent, administrator) who is directly responsible 
for the item with which you disagree.  Arrange a meeting or telephone conversation in which the 
matter can be discussed and, we hope, resolved.   
 
In the event that the matter cannot be resolved in this manner, the next step is to appeal the 
school’s decision in writing to the Head of School.  The Head of School will consider your appeal 
and will investigate its background as he or she determines to be appropriate.  The Head of School 
will arrange for meetings and/or discussions as necessary learn the facts and to gain insight to 
inform his decision.   
 
In the case of student discipline, please see the Student Handbook for procedures for review and 
appeal of student discipline.  
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Is my child’s IEP or 504 Plan implemented at Rock Point School? 
 
Your child’s plan that was made at another school is ​not​ implemented by Rock Point School.  An 
IEP is a legal document between parents and public school systems.  Please note: as a private 
school that is not approved to provide special education, Rock Point School does not implement 
IEPs.  It remains the public school’s responsibility to implement the IEP.   
 
If your child has a current educational evaluation, RPS will make an Individual Student Plan for 
your child that will contain the following information 

− An overview of the student’s school history and learning needs 
− An overview of the student’s strengths 
− A list of academic goals that we have for the student in a given school year 
− A list of strategies and accommodations we will use to help the student meet the goals. 

  
RPS will use any previous or existing school plan from another school as an important source of 
information, along with educational testing and any other materials provided, to help us learn what 
has been helpful to the student in the past and what might be helpful to the student currently.  So 
there may be many overlapping features of a previous school’s plan and the RPS Individual 
Student Plan. 
  
RPS offers scheduling structure, materials, many accommodations, and various learning strategies 
that are generally helpful to students with ADHD or Learning Disabilities as part of its regular 
school program.  
 
When a public school district is utilizing Rock Point School as a placement for either an IEP or a 
Section 504 Plan, the public school and the student’s family must be in agreement that the services 
available through Rock Point School’s ​regular programming​ will be helpful to the student on the 
IEP or be in compliance with the Student’s Section 504 Plan.  In particular, Rock Point School’s 
regular program, including Community, Academic and Dorm/ Day Student Life and its policies 
and procedures, including Community Standards and Discipline in the form of consequences, as 
outlined in our Student Handbook, as well as the Re-evaluation Process, is as a whole, designed to 
be the behavioral plan for our students.  Sometimes additional behavioral management supports 
are added to our Individual Student Plans.  Our discipline and re-evaluation processes are designed 
to help our students develop and are not punishment in response to the manifestation of any 
disability.  Beyond our regular program, the school district can arrange for supplemental services, 
at the school district’s cost, if additional services would be helpful for the student, and Rock Point 
School will help the student fit these extra services into his or her schedule.   

 
Whether a placement is made by the parent or by a public school district, Rock Point School must 
be notified if a student is on an IEP or a Section 504 Plan.  If a student is on an IEP or a Section 
504 Plan and is being placed at Rock Point School by the parent or the responsible School District 
in order to implement that IEP or Section 504 Plan, in order for a student to be enrolled and served 
by Rock Point School, the IEP or the Section 504 Plan must be amended to include and reflect 
placement for regular education services at Rock Point School, and it should reference the Rock 
Point Individual Student Plan.  The IEP or Section 504 Plan must also specifically include Rock 
Point School’s programs and procedures as the behavioral management plan.  
 
If a student with a disability is placed at Rock Point School by a parent, accommodations can be 
planned in accordance with an Individual Student Plan.  Services outside those provided for by 
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Rock Point School, including evaluations and counseling, must be funded either by the student’s 
home school district or the parents/guardians.  In some cases, Rock Point can assist in locating 
such outside services.   
 
Safety 
 
Releases 
 
There are several release forms and permission statements we ask you to sign when you enroll 
your student.  Some of these are reproduced here for your reference. 

Rock Point School Student Health Information 
Student’s Name ______________________________________________ Date of Birth ________ 
TO BE FILLED OUT AND SIGNED BY PARENTS: 
 
It is Rock Point School’s policy to make a strong effort to contact parents before making an 
appointment or seeing any medical or dental treatment for any student.  This consent form applies 
in cases of emergency or when we are unable to reach parents within a reasonable period of time. 
 
I hereby give my consent for my son/daughter/ward named above to receive preventative care and 
be treated by a physician or dentist for illness or emergency as deemed necessary by the staff of 
Rock Point School.  This includes permission to administer anesthesia, immunizations, and 
perform minor surgical procedures.  I understand that I am responsible for any expenses incurred. 
Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________  Date:_____________ 
 
I hereby give consent for the staff of Rock Point School to give medication to my child/ward as 
necessary.  This includes over-the-counter medications (Tylenol, Sudafed, Pepto Bismol, et cetera) 
and any medication prescribed for my child by a physician. 
Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________  Date:_____________ 
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Asbestos Notice 
 
September 2011 
 
 
TO: Parents, teachers, employees, trustees, other persons associated with Rock Point 

School. 
 
FROM: C.J. Spirito 

Rock Point School 
1 Rock Point Road 
Burlington, VT  05408 
802-863-1104 

 
The Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (40 CFR 763.93 [g] [4] requires 
that written notice be given that Rock Point School has a management plan for the 
safe control and maintenance of asbestos-containing materials found in the school 
buildings.  Our management plan is available for you to see.  It is kept in the office 
here at school. 

 
Please feel free to call to make an appointment to see our management plan. 

 
 
Please note that despite the alarming nature of the words hazard and asbestos, Rock Point School 
mounted a $65,000 project in 1987, and safely removed all asbestos except that which is bound up 
in building materials such as floor tile and tile mastic.  In 1999, as part of the renovations in the 
kitchen, much of the last remaining tile and mastic was removed by an asbestos management 
company.  The school building is a safe environment despite the language of the above notice.  If 
you have any questions about this matter I would be happy to hear from you. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
C.J. Spirito 
Head of School 
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Relationships 
 
You will note from the Student Handbook that the school takes a position against exclusive 
relationships.  At the same time, we know that in matters of the heart, adolescents are learning to 
form the bonds we hope they will hold as adults.  We know as well, that no amount of regulation 
can stand against the power of infatuation, love and sexual yearnings.  Therefore, while we make 
our own efforts to regulate students’ behavior, we do not pretend that our expectations and rules 
are the only safeguards they need.  The school nurse provides information, counseling, referrals 
and prophylactics to students who ask for them.  In addition, the school provides education on 
matters of sexuality and safety. 
 
 
Rock Point School Discipline and the Re-evaluation Process 
 
Please see the Student Handbook for disciplinary provisions.  These rules are components of RPS’ 
comprehensive plan for responding to student misbehavior designed to promote positive 
development.  
 
Please note that some Student Handbook policies govern behavior of RPS students even when 
they are home or otherwise under parental supervision.  As examples, please review specifically 
the School’s Alcohol and Drug, Harassment, Bullying, Hazing policies.  
 
The re-evaluation process may be implemented when a student breaks one of the school 
community’s major rules, which include, but are not limited to, violence, stealing, repeated 
harassment, use of drugs or alcohol, and repeated refusal or inability to follow the basics of the 
program.   Re-evaluation is not an automatic response to every situation.  In some cases the 
school’s response to breaking major rules may be immediate dismissal, including (but not limited 
to) when a student has agreed to dismissal as a consequence for specific infractions and when 
re-evaluation is not appropriate.  Re-evaluation is not the same type of intervention and does not 
require the same procedures as are utilized for Out of School Suspensions.  
 
This page details how the re-evaluation process works, {​using our drug and alcohol policy ​} as an 
example. 
 
When the school determines whether a student has broken the prohibition against using drugs or 
alcohol, the following decision-making process will be used as a guide in re-evaluating whether or 
not to dismiss the student or to allow the student to continue enrollment at the school. 
 
1.  The first step in the process is to determine that the student has indeed used drugs or alcohol. 
We will make use of staff judgment, statements from the student in question, drug and alcohol 
screens, statements from other students and any other sources of information appropriate to the 
factual assessment.  
 
2.  If the determination, in the sole judgment of the RPS administration, is that the student is 
guilty, then the RPS administration will determine whether this is a case in which re-evaluation is 
appropriate.  If not, then the student will be dismissed, at least for the remainder of the year.  
 
3.  If re-evaluation is appropriate, then the student will be sent home for re-evaluation.  The first 
step is for the student’s family to decide if they want the student to return to RPS.  If no, then the 
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student withdraws from the school.  If yes, then the school will request that the student be 
evaluated by a certified drug and alcohol counselor.  If the evaluation indicates that the student is 
not able to be sober and fit within the limits of the RPS program, the student will not be allowed to 
return. 
 
4.  If the re-evaluation supports the possibility of the student’s return, then it will be used as part of 
the discussion by the school staff in answering this question: “Does having the student return to 
the school pose a danger to the student or others at the school or to the integrity of the school 
program?”  If the answer to this question is yes, then the student will not be allowed to return to 
the school.  If the answer is no, then the school will determine under what conditions (e.g., 
short-term substance abuse treatment, schedule of urine screens, counseling, participation in AA 
meetings, access to downtown unsupervised) the student will be returned.  
 
5.  Once the RPS administration determines the conditions under which the student is to return, 
then the student and his or her parents must decide whether they agree with the plan for return.  If 
no, then the student will be dismissed.  If yes, then the student will rejoin the School program 
subject to the agreed-upon conditions and compliance with all other School rules and 
requirements.  
 
The flow chart on the following page illustrates the re-evaluation process with drug or alcohol use 
as an example. 
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Counseling 
 
There are three main levels of support, which fall under the rubric of counseling.  The first, most 
informal, is the continuous background bath of banter, talk, advice, questioning and admonition 
which accompany your student throughout the day.  You know this style well from family life at 
home.  The difference at Rock Point School is one of degree: there are many more adults talking 
to your child here than at home. 
 
The second level is the more intentional, focused counseling which happens in dorm floor 
meetings and in advisor meetings.  These meetings occur on a fairly regular schedule and will 
cover a variety of topics.  Other meetings may be arranged to respond to particular difficulties or 
opportunities.  The Dean of Students and the School Nurse have many chances to counsel students 
in one-on-one sessions. 
 
While the staff of the school are practiced and very adept in their jobs as counselors, they are not 
trained to provide the services of trained professional therapists.  Also, we think these services are 
most effective when they happen outside the school setting, by providing better focus and a higher 
sense of confidentiality.  We know too that no one person can be all things to all people, so we 
prefer to take advantage of the great variety of providers in the Burlington area.  We do our best to 
schedule appointments to fit the students’ schedule and our ability to provide transportation. 
When we cannot give a student a ride we have to rely on the public bus system or occasionally a 
private taxi. 
 
Counseling is a very important and sometimes difficult part of a student’s life here and we rely on 
good communication with the student’s family and home counselors to make the most of this 
resource. 
 
Confidentiality 
 
Our goal is to keep the lines of communication between the student, the family and the school as 
open as possible.  We tell students that we will do our best to keep whatever they say in 
confidence as confidential as possible, but under no circumstances will we ever promise absolute 
confidence.  All staff are required to act in the student’s best interest of health and safety and this 
means that all staff must be free to decide when to pass information along to fellow staff members, 
the nurse, or the school administration. 
 
Rights Related To Student Records 

 
Rock Point School affords parents and students over the age of 18 years of age (“eligible 
students”) certain rights with respect to student education records and the student record 
information.  
 
Student educational record means those records that are directly related to a student which 
maintained by RPS.  The term does not include those records that are kept in the sole possession 
of the maker or records that are maintained by a physician, psychiatrist, psychologist or other 
recognized healthcare professional or paraprofessional that are made, maintained or used in the 
treatment of the student.  
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1. Provided the student’s account is fully paid and current, as determined in the sole 
discretion of the Rock Point School Head of School, Dean of Students or Assistant 
Academic Dean, ​parents and eligible students have the right to inspect and review the 
student’s education records within 45 days of the day the School receives a request for 
access.  Parents or eligible students should submit to the Head of School a written request 
that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The Head of School will make 
arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place 
where the records may be inspected, or if parents or the student live at a distance that 
makes inspection and review impracticable, then a copy will be sent to them.  RPS reserves 
the right not to disclose certain portions of a student record including confidential letters of 
recommendation and the financial records of the parents.  No final official transcript will 
be created until such time as a student’s account is fully paid.  

2. Again, provided the student’s account is fully paid and current as determined in the sole 
discretion of the Rock Point School Head of School, Dean of Students or Assistant 
Academic Dean,  ​parents or eligible students may request the School to amend a record 
that they believe is inaccurate or misleading.  They should write the Headmaster, clearly 
identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or 
misleading.  If the School decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or 
eligible student, the School will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision.  

3. RPS parents have the right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information 
contained in the student’s education record or the record itself.  

 
a. One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to RPS 

school officials with legitimate educational interests.  A school official is a person 
employed by RPS as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff 
member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a 
person serving on the Board of Trustees; a person or company with whom the 
School has contracted to perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, 
medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official 
committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another RPS 
official in performing his or her tasks.  A school official has a legitimate 
educational interest if the official needs to review an education record or obtain 
educational record information in order to fulfill his or her professional 
responsibilities.  

b. “Directory information” will be provided without parental or student consent by the 
Rock Point School, in its discretion, to third parties.  Directory Information means 
information contained in an education record of a student that would not generally 
be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed.  It includes, but is not 
limited to, the student’s name, address, telephone listing, electronic mail address, 
photograph, date and place of birth, dates of attendance, grade level, enrollment 
status, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height 
of members of athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards received, and the most 
recent educational agency or institution attended. 

c. Additionally, RPS will, without parental or student consent, disclose student 
records or educational record information to officials of another school, school 
system or institution of postsecondary education where the student seeks or intends 
to enroll or where the student is already enrolled so long as the disclosure is for 
purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer.  
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d. RPS will, without parental or eligible student consent, disclose educational record 
information pursuant to a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena or as the law 
may otherwise require. 

e. RPS will disclose records in connection with a health or safety emergency without 
parental or eligible student consent. 

f. RPS will, without parental or eligible student consent, disclose student records or 
student record information to an accrediting agency to carry out its accrediting 
functions. 

g. RPS will, without parental or eligible student consent, disclose student record or 
student record information including to the School’s insurers and attorneys, in 
order to defend the School and its staff in response to any claims from the student 
and/or parents, or related to any claims advanced by the School.  

 
AA Policy 
 
We have found Alcoholics Anonymous to be a very important resource to some of our students. 
The school has identified which meetings are most appropriate for our students and we provide 
rides to these meetings.  We try to provide access to one meeting each day.   Because of the 
powerful nature of these meetings and because getting to an evening meeting requires juggling 
and compromising the student’s evening schedule, we do not allow students to go to meetings 
without first having made a good case for doing so.  Usually that case is made in the admissions 
process when we are getting to know a student, but sometimes the issue comes up after school has 
begun.  The school will discuss this issue with you before we begin taking your student to AA 
meetings.  It is our goal to make sure that the students we are taking to meetings are appropriately 
matched to the resources AA provides.   
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Academic Program 
 
Course Offerings 
 
English 
The goals of the English program are to develop thinking, writing, speaking, and listening skills; 
to develop appreciation of literature; to encourage a lifelong habit of reading; and to deepen 
students’ connections with the political, social and spiritual world. 
 
The English program is designed to guide students to speak, listen, read, and write with increasing 
depth and sophistication. Students are encouraged to recognize and develop their own personal 
styles and interests in communication, particularly in writing. Each year of the English program is 
divided into units, which focus on a particular skill, such as critical reading, while integrating the 
other skills. 
 
The specific areas addressed in each grade are the following: reading, literature and media, 
composition, grammar and language, word study and vocabulary acquisition, speaking and 
listening, and critical thinking. 
 
Grade 9: Foundations of Language and Literature 

This course concentrates on the development of reading, writing, and speaking skills, remediating 
where necessary and forming a sound foundation for further work in language and literature. In 
reading, students will develop their comprehension skills and strategies. They choose 
approximately eight individually chosen books to read throughout the year. As a group they read 
selections in the Great Books series, learning close reading strategies, discussion techniques, and 
responding to literature in writing. Together they read one novel, such as ​To Kill A Mockingbird, ​ a 
play, such as ​Romeo and Juliet​ (which they will also see on stage), short stories and poetry. 
Students also participate in a story telling unit in which they present a story to an audience. In 
writing, they respond to individual reading and writing in oral and written reports and journal 
entries. They practice paragraph writing in various modes of discourse; they write a sustained 
piece of fiction that is published in a school literary journal. In language, they learn parts of speech 
and parts of sentences. They study vocabulary from their reading and in a separate vocabulary 
program. Drama and improvisation is used throughout these areas of study. 

Grade 10: Literary Criticism and Composition 

Students discuss and write about literature, learning the skills of response and analysis. They read 
at least eight novels or works of nonfiction individually chosen and respond in journal entries, 
discussion, oral and written reports. They spend at least one quarter on the study of Greek myths 
and the reading of ​The Odyssey​, responding in daily writing activities and culminating in their 
writing an epic poem in a small group or individually. They read short stories, poetry, and prose. 
They will read and see a Shakespeare play. Students write one extended piece of fiction or memoir 
over the course of a quarter, participating in peer conferences, revising, editing and publishing 
their work. Students learn to write essays in several modes of discourse. They continue to study 
vocabulary as part of the literature program and in a separate continuous vocabulary program. 

Grade 11: Themes in American Literature 
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Students read a variety of early American writers such as Poe, Hawthorne, Emerson, Thoreau, 
Whitman, Dickinson, Clemens, Steinbeck, and Miller. They also read individually chosen books 
throughout the year. Students write in a variety of modes including journal entries, essays, 
research papers, and poetry. They participate in a nine-week sustained writing class culminating in 
the publishing of their work. They also study literature-based vocabulary as well as a separate, 
discreet vocabulary program. 

Grade 12: American Studies 

In this integrated history-English class, students study 20th century America through history texts, 
newspapers, novels, short stories, essays, and poetry. They continue to study literature-based 
vocabulary as well as a separate vocabulary program. The writing component stresses writing 
various styles of essays. The improvement of sentence structure, coherence in writing, and 
revision skills are emphasized. 

 
History 
 
The purpose of the history department is to educate students about the past and to help them think 
more critically and contextually about present and future social, cultural and political issues. It is 
the hope of the department that students gain greater insights into the need to understand all 
cultures’ histories in order to be better prepared to engage with the world. The department is 
dedicated to providing a variety of educational experiences, to employing numerous learning 
avenues, and to supporting students in their struggle to make sense of the material. 
 
History department objectives include the following: 
— critical thinking and discussion 
— assessing historical documents 
— differentiating between primary and secondary sources 
— essay writing 
— research paper skills 
— defending positions on topics orally and in writing 
— respect and understanding of different viewpoints 
— understanding controversy in history 
— test-taking skills 
— time-management skills 
— note-taking skills 
 

 

1)   Grade 9: Ancient History including a study of evolution, creationism, Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
Greece, Rome and the Middle Ages. 
The purpose of this course is to expose students to the various beliefs about where humans came 
from and to help students develop an understanding of how humans have progressed. Students 
develop insights into a variety of civilizations and how each has used its interactions to create new 
societies. 
 
2)  Grade 10: Global Studies, including a study of Native Americans, Vermont History, Africa, 
China, Russia, India, and the opportunity to research one country in depth. 
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The purpose of this course is to expose students to the history and cultures of a variety of 
countries/states throughout the world. Students develop an understanding and appreciation of the 
interdependency of peoples and how each can have positive and negative effects on each other. 
 
3)   Grades 11 and 12: United States History and Government 
11th- pre-exploration to Reconstruction, including a unit on the formation and foundations of the 
US Government 
12th- Industrialization to present 
Upper class students focus on the development of the United States, the people who originally 
inhabited this land, and how/why our history is written in the fashion it has been. Students read a 
variety of primary and secondary sources to develop their own conclusions about issues and the 
importance given to any event. They then work on writing skills, with particular attention to 
explanation, defense, and persuasion of a position. Students are encouraged to challenge the 
traditional archetypes through documented defense. While in the course, students study 
heroification, issues of Columbus and Exploration, colonization, disease, enslavement, 
exploitation, Revolution, creating a nation, westward expansion, Civil War, Industrialization, the 
Gilded Age, Urbanization, Immigration, Imperial Nation, WWI, Roaring 20’s, Depression, WWII, 
Suburb Nation, Korean War, Vietnam, Role of the President, and the establishment and workings 
of US Government. 
 
It is also the hope that students will develop the ability to question and to come to well-grounded 
positions on the issues they face in daily life: finding employment, banking, housing, charity, 
drugs and alcohol, taxes, election skills, and a variety of truths. 
 
 
Math 
 
The goals of the mathematics program are to move all students along in their mathematical skills, 
providing course work appropriate to their needs, to complete requirements for graduation, to 
prepare students for life after high school through college preparatory courses, SAT preparation, 
basic math skills, and/or consumer math skills, and to develop and enhance inquisitive aspects 
through math and logic 
 
Pre-Algebra - Text - ​Algebra 1/2 ​ by John Saxon (Saxon Publishers) 
The goals of this course are to strengthen and expand skills with fraction; decimals, whole 
numbers and to introduce directed numbers, equations, graphing, order of operation rules, ratio, 
proportion, area, perimeter, and word problems. This text uses cyclic review and skill-building 
techniques to maintain skills in these areas. Other texts and teacher-prepared materials supplement 
this work. 
 
Algebra 1 - Text - ​Algebra 1​ by John Saxon (Saxon Publishers) 
The goals of this course are to strengthen and expand skills with numeric calculations, solving 
equations and order of operation rules, and to introduce exponents, systems of equations, 
operations with rational expressions, factoring, graphing linear equations, and special word 
problems. This text uses cyclic review and skill-building techniques to maintain skills in these 
areas. Other texts and teacher prepared materials supplement this work. 
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Geometry - Text - ​Geometry ​ by Jurgenson, Brown, and Jurgenson (Houghton Mifflin Publishers) 
Topics include vocabulary, deductive reasoning, parallel and perpendicular lines, congruent 
triangles, properties of quadrilaterals, similarity, right triangles and trigonometry, circles, area and 
volume of polygons and solids, and basic constructions. Supplemental materials are available from 
Houghton Mifflin and through teacher prepared materials. 
 
 
Algebra 2 - Text - ​Algebra 2​ by John Saxon (Saxon Publishers) 
The goals of this course are to strengthen and expand skills with algebraic expressions, solving 
equations, algebraic word problems, and to introduce negative exponents, uniform motion 
problems, chemical compound problems, non-linear systems, and solving quadratic equations. 
This text uses cyclic review and skill building techniques to maintain skills in these areas. Other 
texts and teacher-prepared materials supplement this work. 
 
Trigonometry and Advanced Math - Text - ​Trigonometry ​ by Arthur F. Coxford (HBJ) 
Topics covered include the six basic trigonometric functions, right triangle problems, Law of 
Sines and Cosines, several ways to find the area of a triangle, conic sections, and series and 
sequences. Additional texts and teacher-prepared materials are available to supplement this work. 
 
 
 
 
Science 
 
The science program is aimed to encourage students to notice and, more importantly, question the 
world around them and in them.  It caters to the variety of learning strengths and needs of the 
students, while emphasizing the importance of learning new skills and methods with which to 
acquire knowledge. The overall purposes and objectives for students to achieve in science at Rock 
Point School are as follows: 

·​ to feel competent and confident in their ability to learn science 
·​ to be able to critically and analytically think about their world 
·​ to learn the logical reasoning of how and why 
·​ to engage and interact with the natural world 
·​ to learn the importance of accuracy and preciseness in   
  experimentation 
·​ to gain experience in scientific research and writing, including but  
  not limited to, 

- using the scientific method 
- experimental design 
- observation skills 
- safety performance in the lab and outdoors 

·​ to have fun in learning 
 
We work with many students who don’t come from strong scientific knowledge, skills or 
curiosities.  The science department believes that this is largely in part due to science being too 
abstract or detached from the present experiences of the student.  This program’s curriculum was 
designed to offer topics that are more tangible and applicable, or obvious, to the student, resulting 
in greater student interest and intrigue in science.   
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In ​Earth Science ​,  freshmen focus on learning about the fundamental processes and concepts that 
make Earth a planet that sustains and diminishes life as we know it.   
▪ First quarter is dedicated to teaching foundations that will be used throughout the entire 

year, such as general Earth characteristics, the scientific method, and basic map reading 
skills.  We also will study weather and meteorology this quarter so that we can interpret 
current weather reports and happenings as they occur during the year.   

▪ Second quarter we delve into the interior workings of the Earth, studying plate tectonics, 
volcanoes, and earthquakes.  Students will be responsible for researching a major tectonic 
event of the past, understanding the mechanics which caused the event and the 
implications that such forces have on human culture.  Individual research will be presented 
to the class in the form of a ​PowerPoint™​ presentation.   

▪ Third quarter the students will be studying basic chemistry, minerals and rocks.  This 
quarter will involve several labs in which we will examine mineral specimens hands-on, 
and learn about the seven distinguishing characteristics that geologists use to identify 
minerals 

▪ Fourth quarter we will learn about the surficial processes that break down the minerals and 
rocks on Earth.  Students will learn how to identify which materials will degrade faster and 
why.  We will take a look at glaciers, learning where and how glaciers exist on Earth, how 
they advance and retreat, and the major landforms that they create or destroy.  We will 
conclude the year focusing on streams and rivers, learning about the stages that a river 
goes through as it ages, and the effects that it has on the landscape surrounding it, as well 
as the rocks and minerals in it.  Learning about weathering and erosion will be enhanced 
by taking three main field trips: first to the shores of Lake Champlain at Rock Point, 
second to the top of Mount Philo in Charlotte, Vermont, and third to Huntington Gorge, 
Huntington, Vermont.   

 
Biology ​  is the study of life, and as we all know or can imagine, life on Earth is an incredibly vast 
subject, and becoming evermore so.  As a result of this, I have chosen the biology curriculum 
based on what I feel is ​most ​ important and/or pertinent that the sophomores learn.  The topics I 
have chosen are tangible to the students’ everyday life.  

▪ Sophomores will spend first quarter learning about the processes and characteristics 
that are considered commonalities of life.  The majority of the quarter will be spent 
studying the fundamental building block of life, the cell.  We will finish the quarter 
studying major cell processes that serve as the foundation of sustaining life.   

▪ Second quarter is dedicated to focusing on the anatomical systems of the human 
body.  In lecture, we will primarily focus on the reproductive systems of males and 
females. An overview of sexually transmitted diseases is covered.  The other major 
anatomical systems of the human body will be learned about through research. 
Individual students will be required to research a system, resulting in a written 
research paper and a ​PowerPoint​™ presentation to their classmates.  Students will 
be required to take a test that covers the information presented.   

▪ The third quarter curriculum focuses solely on the brain. We will briefly touch on 
brain damage and / or diseases, however, more of this will be covered by the 
students, as they are required to do a research project focusing on a topic that 
pertains to the brain, honing in on the area of the brain that is most used or affected 
in relation to their topic.  Examples of topics previously researched are Parkinson’s 
disease, Alzheimer’s, and sexual attraction and preferences.  We will conclude our 
study of the brain with taking a look at how and why social (and usually addictive) 
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drugs affect the brain and a person’s ability to function normally while under the 
influence of a drug or drugs, and often in the absence of its influence.   

▪ Fourth quarter we turn our focus to the great outdoors.  We will learn about the 
fundamentals of ecological systems and the components that comprise them. 
Particular attention will be paid to the ecosystem at Rock Point.  Students will 
practice tree identification on the property.  As a class we will learn about different 
physical characteristics of the area that dictates what life lives here.  Students will 
perform tests, such as soil pH and water chemistry tests, to identify some of these 
physical parameters.  We will identify the animal life on the point from the 
macro-invertebrates in the pond and lake to the larger animals that inhabit the land. 
Students will be required to keep journals throughout the quarter.  In the end, they 
will be asked to synthesize the information in their journals and write a paper about 
the ecology on Rock Point.   

 
 
In ​chemistry ​,  students start the year off by learning the metric system and conversion of units, 
properties of matter, and how to distinguish between physical and chemical properties.  We will 
then move into studying elements, compounds, and the periodic table, which is essentially like 
learning a new language. They will become fluent in how to name and write elements, 
compounds, equations using chemical formulas and chemical notation. Students will gain a solid 
understanding why elements form compounds, and conversely, why some compounds easily break 
apart to form other ions, compounds, and/or elements, and others do not.  We will cover why 
reactions occur, types of reactions, and factors that affect the rate at which reactions occur, or why 
they do not occur.  Students will make ample use of basic algebra skills as they work to 
understand quantitative relationships between reactants and products.  Special attention will be 
paid to aqueous solutions, and acids and bases.  Throughout the year in chemistry, labs will occur 
on an almost weekly basis to give the students hands-on learning experiences.  We will conduct 
labs that exemplify different chemical properties and reactions, such as density, oxidation states of 
transition metals, and how chemical bonding affects the physical texture of a substance.  (We 
make slime!)  Chemistry at Rock Point will challenge the students to think, to analyze, and to pay 
attention to many details, all the while being fascinated by how the world around us is put 
together. 
 
 
Senior science​,  titled “Evolution and the Environment, is a reading intensive, college-prep course 
that provides a final view of science for Rock Point School students as they make their way into a 
larger world.  The course is designed to provide a wealth of discussion about the natural world in 
which we live.  Students become intelligent consumers of science reporting in the press by 
exploring the nature and limits of the Earth.  We begin the year studying the theory of evolution, 
reading excerpts from Darwin’s ​Origin of Species ​.  We will discuss the use and misuse of this 
notion from its first publication through to the present.  Our discussion of evolution then turns to 
the recent science and hypotheses that support the theory of evolution. Seniors will read chapters 
from the book ​Microcosmos​, written by Lynn Margulis and Dorian Sagan.  The book offers 
evidence and ideas as to how life may have actually formed from the prebiotic soup called Earth 
almost 5 billion years ago.  For the second half of the year, our attention turns to the present-day 
environment, focusing primarily on our energy and water issues.   We will investigate the reasons 
supporting the energy and water debates and/or crises that we face today or that future generations 
are predicted to experience.  Students will learn about current technologies or ways of living that 
promote sustainability in their communities and means of prolonging their resources.  Throughout 
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the year, seniors will be responsible for writing many short papers and essays, based on both 
research and opinion.  To conclude the year, students will write a paper in which they will convey 
their understanding of evolution and the state of the environment, and how one may influence the 
other. 
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Art 
 
The purpose of the Rock Point art curriculum is to unify the program goals of the school, and to 
provide a framework for planning a developmental and interactive approach that integrates, rather 
than separates, the learning process in areas such as language, reading, writing, mathematics, 
science, social studies, and music. Students exposed to a vast array of educational experiences can 
adapt to their own learning modes. 
 
Art History 
 
 
A survey of art history is offered to the freshmen, sophomores and juniors. Students are 
encouraged to be a part of class discussions through slide lectures and research and to create art 
projects that will allow for an appreciation of past and contemporary art styles. 
 
The freshman class covers the “beginnings of art” including Paleolithic, Egyptian, Greek, Roman 
and Early Christian and Byzantine art.  Some of the studio component projects that accompany 
this study include making a mosaic, mask-making, and designing and drawing a cartouche. 
 
The sophomore class covers art from the Middle Ages (early medieval to Gothic) and the 
Renaissance with a focus on the Masters. Some of the studio components of this course include 
making a book of illuminations, fresco painting, and watercolor designs of stained glass Cathedral 
windows.  
 
The junior class covers Impressionism, Post Impressionism, Expressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, 
Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art, and Mixed Media Assemblage.  The focus of the class allows 
for more development of technique and hands on work. This year students begin to fine-tune their 
drawing and painting skills and begin assembling a portfolio.  
 
 
The Senior class is a studio in arts curriculum with a focus on observation work that covers 
traditional drawing, collage, painting, watercolor, and printing techniques, including block 
printing and silk screening and nontraditional mixed-media, and recycled art.  This class is for 
non-artists and artists alike, and it is an opportunity for students who want to attend art school to 
work on portfolio requirements and to begin to fill in gaps in their studio art education. 
 
The goals of the art program are: 
 
To teach students to recognize and understand the major themes in Art History 
 
To give students a written and visual vocabulary with which they can communicate about art. 
 
To introduce students to a variety of forms of art and the techniques used to create them. 
 
To introduce students to a variety of mediums and art supplies. 
 
To help students connect the world of art to the ideas and themes in other parts of the curriculum. 
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To provide time and space for students to perfect their skills and techniques. 
 
To help students develop and maintain a well rounded portfolio. 
 
To help integrate students’ lives and interests with the wider community through displaying their 
art both at school and in the community. 
 
To provide time for, and encourage, students’ participation in community opportunities.  
 
To provide time to recognize and celebrate the students’ creative achievements. 
 
Morning Elective Classes 
 
In addition to the morning core-curriculum classes in English, history, science, math, and art, the 
academic curriculum includes offerings in afternoon art classes. These classes meet three hours 
per week (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 8:45 am. to 9:30 am.) and do not give 
homework assignments. Participation in a full year of afternoon art classes is awarded one half of 
a credit each year. The academic staff teach and supervise these classes, which are sometimes less 
formal in nature than the morning classes, giving students and teachers opportunities to strengthen 
their relationships.  The school offers the afternoon art classes for several reasons: 

 
1. They are able to serve the function that clubs and extracurricular activities serve in other 

schools, with offerings such as drama, photography, yearbook, martial arts, and digital 
animation. 

2. They provide opportunities for students to bond with teachers and for teachers to appreciate 
student skills that may not come to the foreground in core curriculum classes, which focus 
on more traditional academic skills. 

3. They provide opportunities for students to learn and explore new skills. 
4. They complement the studio art program with offerings such as photography, stained glass, 

jewelry making and sewing. 
5. The school believes that people benefit greatly from opportunities to create and to express 

themselves in a variety of ways. 
 
The afternoon art class time slot has also been used to offer Senior Seminar which is designed to 
aid seniors navigate the college application process. 
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Grading Policy 
 
Students at Rock Point School arrive with a diversity of academic preparation.  Most of our 
students have had recent or prolonged difficulty in traditional classrooms.  Many are unsure of 
their ability to be successful.  The students in a given class may have very different skills from 
each other, gaps in their education, diagnosed or undiagnosed learning difficulties (or disabilities), 
and non-mainstream talents.  With some notable and memorable exceptions, Rock Point students 
tend to be random, abstract, and intuitive thinkers rather than concrete-sequential thinkers.  They 
tend toward the active, the dramatic, the emotional, and the personal in school, and they prefer 
active learning. 
  
Many students arrive here out of practice with, or never having learned, the skills and habits 
necessary for successful learning.  In this context, a teacher's job is two-fold: to build each 
student's confidence and self esteem by providing opportunities for success based on the student's 
strengths, and to help a student develop the skills and discipline necessary for success in 
educational and social communities beyond Rock Point School.   

 
There is no precise formula for balancing these concerns.  During the first quarter we are often 
doing "diagnostic" teaching, learning the strengths and weaknesses of each student, and, as 
necessary, adapting students' educational programs in conjunction with teachers, administrators, 
parents, and educational consultants.  Teachers' meetings provide a chance to share and receive 
information about students' successes, frustrations, and behaviors. 
 
Grades are distributed each quarter, and credit is awarded by quarter as well.  Grade reports 
consist of a letter grade and a narrative report.  At the end of this section, you will find a listing of 
numeric grades and corresponding letter grades.  Some general guidelines for grade weighting are 
as follows: 
 
For 9th, 10th, and 11th grades:  Homework 40%, Quizzes 20%, Tests 20%, and Participation 20%. 
 
For 12th grade: Homework 20%, Quizzes 25%, Tests 35%, and Participation 20%. 

 
Rock Point School calculates an honor roll each quarter.  A student will be on the honor roll if 
he/she has earned all A's and B's for the quarter.  A student may have one C+, so long as the 
student also has an A.  
 
Physical education grades, assessed by the dormitory staff, are pass/fail, or no credit. 
 
Occasionally, a student will not have completed all course work by the end of the quarter.  In this 
case, the student is given a grade of INCOMPLETE.  The student is expected to complete the 
course work as soon as possible, or within two weeks of the quarter's end.  This is usually a 
straightforward process.  The teacher provides the student with a list of work due to complete the 
course.  A copy of this list is also kept in a log in the office to help staff who are monitoring 
detentions and study halls during this time.  If a student is making progress but struggling to meet 
the educational goals of a particular curriculum, the teacher should consult with the administration 
to determine the best course of action and/or if other resources are available to help the student. 
  
Students with incompletes will be required to attend all detentions during this two-week period. 
At the end of this time, if all course work is not completed, but the student has mastered the 
Parent Handbook   As of 9/5/19  page  ​33 
 



educational goals of the quarter to the teacher's satisfaction, the teacher will record the grade 
earned (affected as it is by incomplete or undone assignments).  If the student has not mastered the 
educational goals of the quarter to the teacher's satisfaction, the student will be required to meet 
with the teacher and the student's academic advisor to draw up a plan for completing the course. 
This plan, along with a list of work needing to be completed and an accounting of completed and 
graded work, will be turned over to the Dean of Students.  If, for some reason, the course work is 
still not completed according to the plan, the administration, in consultation with parents and 
guardians, will decide on appropriate action.  A student's failure to complete course work may 
result in loss of privileges, suspension, or expulsion. 
 
While Rock Point School will give a grade of F, a failing grade is issued as a last resort.  In other 
words, at Rock Point, it may be possible for a student to receive an F, but it should be extremely 
difficult.  We are working with many students who have gotten used to failing rather than trying, 
and we are working to break that cycle of failure with those students. 
 
 
 
Grading and credit for students who begin classes after the start of a quarter   
 
 
1.  If a student arrives before the mid-point of the RPS quarter and brings a current letter grade 
from the sending school we will average the sending school grade with grades at RPS during the 
current quarter. 
 
2.  If a student arrives before the mid-point of the quarter but brings no letter grade from a sending 
school the student will earn a letter grade based on work at RPS provided their attendance is 
strong and their grade average is above C.  Students whose grade average is C or below will have 
a chance to earn a letter grade through our regular plan to handle incomplete grades. 
 
3.  Students who arrive after the mid-point of the quarter with no current grade from the sending 
school will not receive credit for the current quarter.  However teachers may award credit with a 
grade of “Pass” in special instances where a student’s attendance, effort and mastery of the topic 
warrants credit. 
 
 
 
Grading and credit for students who leave school before the end of a quarter   
 
 

1. If a student withdraws before the end of the quarter​*​, and more than 
half of the quarter has been completed, and the student is current with 
the curriculum work, the family may request that the student complete 
the quarter's credit.  Substitutions may be made in curricula to 
reflect independent study.  Grade awarded may be as a letter grade or 
on a P/F basis, at the school's discretion.  The transcript may 
indicate that the quarter was completed off campus through independent 
study. 
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2.  If a student withdraws before the mid-quarter mark​*​, we will pass on 
current grades to the next school.  
 
3.  If a student is asked to withdraw from the school for disciplinary reasons, at any time during 
the quarter, the student is not entitled to complete the quarter and earn credit.  Rock Point 
School will forward a record of work completed during this quarter to the student’s next school 
placement*. 
 

*​Note to 1, 2 and 3 above: 
Please note that the Enrollment Agreement provides that Rock Point School will not issue an 
official transcript for students whose account is not paid in full. 

 
 
Grade Reports 
 
Numerical Grading Scale 
97-100 A+ 
94-96 A 
90-93 A- 
87-89 B+ 
84-86 B 
80-83 B- 
77-79 C+ 
74-76 C 
70-73 C- 
67-69 D+ 
64-66 D 
60-63 D- 
 
Grade reports consist of a letter grade, a narrative description of the course and educational goals, 
and a narrative evaluation of the student's work, participation, accomplishments, and struggles.  A 
few examples are provided below. 
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English:  B  This quarter we worked on a variety of language arts and reading projects 
including vocabulary study, interviewing techniques, formal letter writing, reading and writing 
short stories and fables, oral book reports, and story telling in front of an audience.  Jim does 
excellent work at times.  His written fable was outstanding.  His vocabulary tests are very good. 
The areas that need his attention are homework and class interactions.  His impulsive incendiary 
comments hamper his progress and the progress of the class.   
Written homework in particular needs his attention.  Looking at Jim's first year of high school 
overall shows progress in many areas, however.  I am sure that Jim will gain understanding and 
control of his words and actions in his time at Rock Point.  I enjoyed working with Jim this year 
and look forward to his sophomore year. 
 
Earth Science: A  This quarter we began with the study of soil stratification.  From 
this subject we advanced to the subject of water and its effects on the environment.  The students 
took part in many labs that incorporated the relationship of water and the soil profile.  Many a 
morning we were out getting our feet muddy, studying the area around us for the effects of gullies 
and moving water.  The quarter ended with the investigation of the universe and its components. 
We will continue this subject into the next quarter.  Alice is a competitive and motivated student. 
It was great to see her work outdoors and have fun while learning.  We did a lot of laughing 
during the outdoor labs.  Alice worked well in our group exercises and was motivated to be a 
leader.  I enjoyed her comments and participation in class discussions. 
 
 
Algebra 1:  Incomplete During the first quarter, we reviewed and strengthened 
knowledge of positive and negative numbers and how to do operations with them.  We worked on 
rules for the order of operations in an expression and on increasingly more complicated solutions 
of equations.  Luke worked hard this quarter and managed to complete all but six of his 
homework assignments and one test.  He needs to finish that work as soon as possible during the 
next two weeks.   
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Progress Reports 
 
Approximately mid-way through each quarter the school will send out brief academic progress 
reports for the regular morning classes.  The reports serve to let everyone know that the student is 
doing well and can expect a passing grade, or, when necessary, to let everyone know that the 
student is behind in his or her schoolwork and is at risk of being incomplete at the quarter’s end. 
 
Grade Reports 
 
At the close of each quarter the school will send out Grade Reports.  The report includes a letter 
grade and narrative for each subject.  The narrative will give a little flavor of the work that was 
covered in the classroom, highlight your student’s particular work and sometimes make 
suggestions to the student about how to improve in the upcoming marking period. 
 
Graduation Requirements 
 
Rock Point School’s mission points the curriculum towards high standards.  We want all of our 
graduates to be ready for a further step in their educational journey after graduation from Rock 
Point.  That explains why we require all enrolled students to attend classes in English, math, 
science, history, art, physical education and to participate in chapel and in community service.  We 
want RPS graduates to take full advantage of their time in high school, whether or not they plan to 
go on to further education. 
 
Notwithstanding our goals for student achievement, we know that many of our students may come 
from school situations where they failed to earn full credit for their work, and their transcript may 
reflect missing credits and courses.  It is for that reason that we have purposely kept the minimum 
number of credits required for graduation to 18.5 credits.   This is a minimum requirement, not a 
target.  We do not automatically graduate students when they accumulate 18.5 credits.  Rock Point 
School awards diplomas only to students who have attended four full years of high school and 
who have met the credit requirements for graduation. 
 
The transcript consists of three pages (only the first two of which are mailed out when another 
school requests a transcript).  The third page is an informal credit inventory, which is used to track 
the student’s progress towards graduation.  The first page is usually sufficient to hold all the 
student’s course work, and the second page is used as a backup for courses and other credits 
earned which do not fit easily on page 1.   
 
A student’s transcript will be examined closely at least three times during her stay at Rock Point 
School.  The first time is when she enrolls.  At that time a transcript will be set up for her and any 
high school credits which she brings with her to Rock Point School will be entered.  This 
transcript will be the basis for placing the student in a class year and also be evaluated for an 
expected date of graduation.  While the student’s advisors will refer to her transcript from time to 
time, the next close examination will be at the beginning of the student’s 11th grade.  The results 
of a degree audit, showing exactly which courses and credits are needed for graduation and a plan 
for fulfilling the requirements will be shared with the student and her family.  A copy of the 
degree audit is added to the student’s folder.  A similar degree audit is done at the close of the 
student’s 11th grade year, confirming that the student has a plan to complete all graduation 
requirements in the coming academic year.  This audit is likewise shared with the student, her 
family and her folder. 
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No student transcript will be provided to the student, parents or to schools to which the student is 
applying unless a student’s account is fully current and paid, as determined in the sole discretion 
of the Head of School or Dean of Students. 
 
 
 
Sample Transcript: Front Page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Handbook   As of 9/5/19  page  ​38 
 



• 
ample Transcript: Front Page 
 
 
 
 
ample Transcript: Front Page 

   

Parent Handbook   As of 9/5/19  page  ​39 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Transcript: Page 2 
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College Advising 
During our students’ junior year, we work with them informally and as they express interest and                               
readiness regarding preparing for life after high school. All juniors take the PSAT in October and                               
most now take their first SAT in May of the same year. With seniors, our work is more formal. All                                       
seniors take Senior Seminar as their first-quarter afternoon art class. This class meets three times                             
per week (an hour each class) specifically for the purpose of helping seniors acquire skills and                               
begin the college application process. The seminar offers résumé writing workshops,                     
job-application workshops (from letter to interview), assistance in registering for the SAT and                         
ACT tests, and an introduction to the college application. As part of the seminar, seniors are also                                 
taken to a local college fair and meet individually with Emily Skoler, in her afternoon role as the                                   
guidance counselor, to discuss education and career plans and to begin the process of finding                             
colleges and/or job and training opportunities.  
 
We work closely with students on their applications and essays, helping them make connections                           
between past experiences and future goals. The guidance counselor, Emily Skoler, also works with                           
students on their financial aid applications. Because Rock Point is not a traditional high school, we                               
write detailed letters of recommendation for each student, helping to place each student into the                             
context of his/her life as well as into the broader context of college-bound applicants. Rock Point                               
School is lucky to have a devoted counselor from the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation                           
(VSAC) who works with eligible in-state students on a monthly basis, supplementing and                         
improving their planning for life after high school. 
 
After first quarter ends, some seniors may choose to continue working with the guidance                           
counselor during afternoon time. To work with Rock Point students on planning for their future is                               
to be constantly reminded that they have been set back in their lives due to one circumstance or                                   
another. While these circumstances have made them “wise beyond their years” in some ways, they                             
are often less worldly wise and confident than their peers. At the same time that we are looking                                   
ahead with our juniors and seniors, we are also filling in gaps from the past. We try to pay close                                       
attention to each student’s skills and readiness for the next step in her/his education beyond the                               
high school classroom.  
 
Please note that, although we work closely with each senior, we cannot take the place of parents                                 
and their role in the college application process. Questions about finances, the timing of college                             
plans, choosing the right college, help with filling out the applications, and communicating with                           
college admissions offices all remain within parents’ purview. If you are interested in obtaining                           
additional help with these tasks, there are college planning counselors in Burlington whom we can                             
recommend to you. 
 
Work Crew 
 

Metaphorically work crews illustrate how invested a student is in being a full member of the Rock 
Point School community.  Work crews are the main vehicles with which our building stays clean. 
Work crews build character.   Every student is required to do two work crews a day Monday 
through Thursday, and one or two on Friday through Sunday.  The jobs average about twenty 
minutes each, with everyone having a chance to do longer and shorter work crews because 
everyone rotates through most of the work crews throughout the course of the year.  When 
everyone does their share, things go smoothly and the building looks great.  If a person chooses to 
not do his/her work crew, the responsibility falls onto others and, in addition to getting 
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consequences, staff and the students' peers (usually the ones who are most directly affected) call 
him/her on not doing his/her part of the work and explain the importance of carrying ones weight 
in a group.   Good performances in work crews can be useful for students applying for jobs or 
asking for letters of recommendation from the school.  For other specifics please see the work 
crew comments in the Community section of the student handbook.   
 
Sports 
 

Sports class is the daily Afternoon Option from 3:15 - 4:45 PM on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday.  Sports classes are mandatory for all students, unless they have arranged an alternative 
plan approved by the Dean of Students or Director of the Dorm.  First year students and 
sophomores are required to participate in sports.  The sports that are offered depend on the 
interests of the students of each particular year.  Specific examples of types of sports are listed in 
the Afternoon Options of the student handbook.   
 
 
Meetings 
 

There are boys' and girls' floor meetings every week.  The hour-long meetings are traditionally 
held on Sunday or Thursday nights. The meetings provide an intimate, gender-separated space for 
each student to bring up any concerns or questions he/she might have, and be able to discuss them 
with his/her peers, with the help of adult facilitation.  The topics range from very personal to very 
perfunctory and functional issues, all of which are productive; but most importantly, there is a 
place for meaningful issues to surface when they arise.    
 
Weekend Activities 
 

There is a wide range of the types of weekend activities that are offered.  The range of activities 
includes: getting outdoors and hiking or walking, playing sports, skiing, snowboarding, making 
art, playing music, going to or renting a movie, making a video, going to a coffee house, cooking, 
playing games, generally having fun and being silly together in healthy, safe ways.  Students are 
required to do one to four activities each weekend, depending on the student's level.  The higher a 
student's level, the fewer activities she/he is required to do.  Most often the students who have 
earned higher levels by demonstrating responsibility, and are not required to do as many activities, 
do as many or more than others who may be required to do more.  The main foci of weekend 
activities are to provide fun, healthy things to do, and to have as much adult/adolescent contact as 
possible.  There are many times that I have heard students saying that they were signing up for a 
particular activity, not because of the activity, but because of the staff who is leading the activity. 
Students are encouraged to think of activities that they want to do so that the dorm staff can offer 
what people want to do.  The dorm staff also try to offer activities that students haven't done and 
encourage them to try new things. 
 
Community Issues   
 

Sexuality ​     Rock Point School has a philosophy of wellness that encourages healthy and safe 
sexual development and appropriate boundaries.  We are concerned with the development of the 
whole person, which includes social, emotional and sexual development.  We believe that it is in 
the best interest of the students at Rock Point to learn about themselves  and each other without 
participating in oral sex, vaginal intercourse, and/or anal intercourse while at Rock Point School, 
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due to the potential diseases, pregnancy, and emotional hardships that may be associated with the 
above-mentioned behaviors. 
 

In keeping with that philosophy we discourage sexual relationships, and will take action based on 
considerations of maturity, appropriateness, health and safety.  “action” may include one or more 
items on the following list: 
 

● Conversing with staff 
● Conversing with parent(s) 
● Conversing with sexual partner and staff 
● Having an appointment with the school nurse 
● Having a medical checkup at health center 
● Journaling about healthy sexual relationships 
● Reading about healthy sexual relationships 
● Meeting with the student’s counselor 

 
If we believe that a student’s behavior or relationship is unhealthy, we might implement a 
separation time period.  In larger boarding and day schools it is easier for students to find time 
away from each other because of the natural rhythm and geographical logistics of school days. 
That is less the case here at Rock Point, where  all 40 students take classes together in the same 
building and most of whom live together around the clock. 
 
A separation time period could include one or a combination of the following options: 

● No same-room rule for “X” number of days 
● Concurrent times away from school to talk with parents and gain space from partner 
● Different, possible consecutive times away from school to talk with parents and gain space 

from partner 
 

The time can be flexible, with the number of days determined by how long it would take for the 
goals to be accomplished.  Goals for the family could include: 

● Seeing parents face-to-face 
● Talking about family expectations/guidelines 
● Talking about how the family’s expectations interface with the expectations at Rock Point 
● Taking space from the sexual partner 
● Taking space from any peer/stress/drama at the school to regain perspective 

 

These family meetings can happen at home or parents may choose to come to Vermont to meet 
with their student. 
 

If the relationship is particularly unhealthy and/or there is behavior involving oral sex or vaginal 
or anal intercourse, the students may be suspended in-school or out-of-school.  A “particularly 
unhealthy relationship” could be identified by a number of elements.  Examples of such elements 
are a significant age difference, a significant maturity difference, consistently unbalanced power, 
and too much exclusive focus on one person. 
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Extra Fees 
 
We try to keep from adding on any extra charges to the tuition, but some items seem better 
handled separately.   
 
● We can arrange distance-learning classes for students who wish to fill in gaps in their 

record.  Ordinarily we use the Brigham Young University, American School in Chicago, 
and the North Dakota State School.  Fees for classes run from $80.00 to $160.00. 

● Some students opt for individual tutoring.  The school can help locate an appropriate tutor, 
but the costs of tutoring are not included in tuition. 

● The costs of any outside college counseling are not included in tuition. 
● Students’ weekly allowances are not included in tuition. 
● Ski trips are not included in tuition. 
● Special trips, such as the community service trip and international trip in the spring. 
 
 
How does Rock Point School handle scholarship support? 
 
In the spring the Director of Admissions sends out a letter to all parents who are interested in                                   
receiving financial aid and parents who received aid for the previous year. Parents are asked to                               
complete a financial aid packet and to send a copy of the two previous years’ federal income tax                                   
forms. Part of the financial aid packet is a form, which goes to a financial aid service called                                   
SSSFA in Princeton, NJ. SSSFA reviews the information and sends back a report of what they                               
believe each family can afford based on their calculations. Un-enrolled students who are applying                           
for aid for the upcoming school year are asked to complete the same forms as they apply.  
 
After reviewing the finished financial aid packets for each family applying for aid, the Director of                               
Admissions will make recommendations and bring them to a meeting of the scholarship                         
committee. The scholarship committee is made up of four people: the Head of School; the Dean of                                 
Students; the Director of Admissions and a rotating fourth person, often a teacher, trustee, or other                               
staff member. The amount of scholarship aid that is given is ultimately determined by the Head of                                 
School. The Head of School determines the amount of scholarship aid based on the budget for the                                 
upcoming school year. 
 
The scholarship committee gives scholarship first based on financial need. The need is determined                           
for each individual based on the completed financial aid packet. Next, the committee looks at the                               
individual merit of each student. Where is the student coming from? How is the student doing in                                 
the school program? What is the anticipated success of the student in the coming year? How well                                 
does the student match the mission of the school? 
 
After scholarships are determined, parents receive a letter of acceptance or rejection and a date by                               
which they need to sign an enrollment agreement for the upcoming school year. The second                             
Friday in June is the usual deadline. By then we should know what the remaining amount of                                 
scholarship is for students who apply after the spring meeting. These students are put on a                               
financial aid waiting list. Scholarship meetings are arranged as needed during the summer to                           
determine which students will receive the remaining aid if there is any. 
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Scholarships are up for review every quarter. If a student is consistently not following the Rock                               
Point Program, his/her scholarship may be placed under a probation period in which the student                             
would need to demonstrate a change in behavior. Parents, student, and staff would be informed                             
about this in order to ensure that there is ample time and support for the student to get back on                                       
track. Although Rock Point School has this option, it has not ever removed a student’s scholarship                               
during the course of a year. In the 2008-2009 school year the school awarded $100,800 in                               
scholarship aid. 
 
School Data 
 
Governance 
Rock Point School is a loving creation of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont.  It has served young 
people since 1928.  It is governed by a Board of Trustees whose Chair is the Bishop of Vermont, 
The Right Reverend Thomas Ely.  Members are elected to the board at the Diocesan Convention 
in the fall of each year.  The school is the beneficiary of approximately $100,000 each year from 
individuals and parishes in the Diocese and from individuals and foundations from a larger field. 
Family members of Students and of Rock Point School Staff are among our most generous donors. 
The majority of our financial support comes from private tuition and the school relies on some 
federal and state programs such as Title I and the School Lunch Program.  Rock Point School does 
not discriminate against otherwise qualified persons on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, age, handicap, veteran’s status or sexual orientation in its recruitment, admissions or 
employment activities ​ . 
 
Memberships and Certifications 
 
Rock Point School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and by 
the Vermont State Department of Education.  The school is a member of The Independent Schools 
of Northern New England, The National Association of Independent Schools, The National 
Association of Episcopal Schools, The Vermont Independent School Association, The Council of 
Independent Schools and The Association of Boarding Schools. 
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